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Colloquium " Bears of Japan ~ 91"

Supmary

Date: 12 -~ 15 July 199

Venue: Guest House of Marusan Securities Co. "Hakore Shureisg"
Hakone, Kanagawa Prefecture

Number of participants: 49
Secretariat: Organizing Committee of Colloquium "Bears of Japan '91Y,

c/o Nagao Matural Environment Fondation, Yushima 2-20-3
Binkyo-ku, Tokyo 113

In co~operation with the Enviromment Agency
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12 July
IOpeningrem:k
Session 1. Bears and Japanese people

- International implication of the conservation of bears
— Bears and Japanese people

- History of gall bladder utilization

- Captive breeding at Aso Bear Farm

13 July
Session 2. Status of bear populations in Japan

- Brovn bear in Hokkaido

- Asiatic black bear in Tohoku District

- Asiatic black tear in ChubuHolomrilu District
- Asiatic black bear in Kii Peninsula

- Asjatic black bear in HWest Chugoku District
- Asiatie black bear in Kyusyu

Seasion 3, Hinting, problemanimal contrel and conservation

- Hunting of bears and its problem

~ Hurting and problem-animal control in Acmori

- Status of bears in Akita

- Conservation and management of bears in Hiroshima
- Status of bears in Tokushima

- Total ban on spring season hunting in Hokkaido

~ Damage to crops and forest

- Integrated protection system against bear damage

14 July

Session Y. Physiology and ecology of bears and associated research techniques

~ Research on bears conducted by the Environment Agency
- Capture ard radlo telemetory

- Population analysis based on hunted animals

~ Estimate of bear population

- Relationship between vegetation and food preference
- Breeding physiology of bears

- Management of bear populations

Session b. Conclusion
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Susmary of presentation and discussion

Session 1. Bears and Japanese pecple

Presentations were made with regard to international trade in bears, history and
folklore of bear hunting in Japan, efficacy and history of bear gall bladder
exploitation, captive breeding and disease, etc,. The sustainable use of bears
as a natural resource, mass-breeding and the survival of =species (the Zoco Stock
Programme) were also discussed.

Session 2. Status of bear populations in Japan

Mast of the presentors agreed that many of the local populations, particularly
in Hokkaido and western Japan, were isolated and reduced significantly, Hunting
“and the alteration of habitat contribute to the decline of local populations.

The necessity for the recovery of reduced populations was discussed, and it was
agreed that the final goal of management should be the conservation of habitat
on a regional basis.

Seasion 3. Hunting, problemanimal control and conservation

Presentors referred to issues of how hunting should proceed in future, bear
hunting as problem—animal control, damage to crops and forest and the need for
integrated protection against bear damage. The concensus was that the
conservation and management of bears should not be done on the basis of
political units, e.g., prefecture and village, but on the basis of an
ecological unit, which can be determined by taking into consideration the
distribution of bears and lecal topography.

Session 4. Physiology and ecology of bears and associated research techniques

Topics presented included the ecology of bears, breeding physiology, population
status, food and habitat preferences. Research techniques were discussed from an
ecological point of view for the scientific conservation and management of
bears., Studies on physiclogy and population dymanics revealed a close
relationship between breeding success and the supply of nuts in the previous
auturn, It was pointed out that such a relationship should be studied annually
so to monitor population dynamics and establish the number of bears that can be
hunted.

Session 5. Conclusion

To ensure the survival of bears in Japan and the world, discussions were held
and the participants reached a concensus as described in "For the future of

bears of the world and Japan",

-151-



For the future of bears of
the world and Japan

Conclusion of a colloquium "Bears of Japan '91"
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After three days of discussion, the participants reached the following
sonclusiona:

1. Basic principle: The Asiatic black bear and brown bear are common assets of
the Japanese people. As a symbol of the diversity of Japan's natural
environment, the two species of bear must be conserved for generations to come.
We also -perceive there are a variety of societal values associated with bear
conservation, and utilization, if any, should be conducted on a sustainable
basis.

2. Protection of local populations in danger of extinction: Some local
populations are in danger of extinction and these must be fully rehabilitated.

3. Review of legislation: The existing legislation system should be restructured
to better achieve wildlife conservation.

4, Conservation and management through scientific means: For the maintenance of
local populations and conservation of habitats, We need to promote the
conservation and management of bears based on scientific evidence through
developing research techniques and evaluation systems..

5. Managemeni of habitats: Forest habitat is an important factor which
inflvences the survival of bears, Land use practices, including forests, should
be reviewed.

6. Establishment and improvement of institutes: Institutes should be established
to promote the proper managewment of bears Existing research organizations
should also be improved. .

7. Damage control: E‘mrysffmtmusﬁhemadetoconvertfmmhmﬁingforpmblan
animal control, to- integrated protection.

8. Zoos and captive hreeding: Zoos and any other ca;ﬁi:ive breeding operations
should pay special attention to the effect of these operations on wild
pepulations, They should contribute to the survival of species and local

populations at risk through captive breeding,

9. Public awareness: We should provide the public with sufficient information on
bears and make them aware of the importance of the co-existence of bears and
human beings,

10. International co-operation: We should recognize Japan's role in the
intermational commmity and make efforts to conserve the bears of the world.
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Substance

1. Basic principle:

T.1. To maintain biological diversity on a regional basis, we should promote the
conservation of bictopes in each region. The Asiatic black bear and brown bear
are considered to be key species of Japanese fauna and, as such, their
management and conservation should be given top priority.

7.2. Where bears are used as a natural resource, we should take into
consideration the conservation of local populations and the scientific
management, of bears and their habitats.

1.3. The importance of bears as camwon assets of Japanese pecple should be made
avare to the public.

2. Protection of local populations in danger of extinction:

2.1. We should maintain local populations because the conservation of biological
diversity on a regional basis is of prime importance. Local populations are
defined here as those which are arbitrally separated from one another on the
basis of topography.

2.2. We recognize that some of the isclated populations of the Asiatic black
bear in western Japan may go extinct unless appropriate measures are taken,
There is alseo a strong possibility that the brown bear will become extinct in
the western part of Hokkaido,

2.3. For the Asjatic black bear in Shikoku, captive breeding and improvement of
the quality of habitats must be pursued as a matter of urgency.

2.4, To execute captive breeding, co—operation projects with concerned
organization inchding zoos should be established.

2.5. In regions where local populations are not endangered, lmting and problem
animal control should be managed and restricted so as to maintain the current

pepulation levels.

2.6, Special protection areas are required to rehabilitate endangered
popwlations of bears,

- Regions where captive breeding is necessary:

Asiatic black bear: Shikolu (Tokushima, Kouchi, Ehime), Kyusyu (Qoita,
Miyazaki, Kumamoto)

- Regions where sports hunting and problem animal control should be
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restricted since hunting is considered to have a negative effect on the
survival of local populations:

Asiatic black bear: Kii Peninsula (Mie, Nara, Wekayama), Western Chugoku
Range (Hyogo, Tottori, Ckayama), Eastern Chugoku
Range (Shimane, Hiroshima, Yamaguchi), Shimokita
Peninsula {Aomori)
Brown bear: Eniwa and Syakotan (Hokkaido)
- Other regions where special attention should be paid:

northern Hokkaide, southern Yamanashi, northern Shizucka, eastern Hyogo,
north—western Kyoto

3. Review of legislation:

National legisiation related to the conservation of wildlife and its habjitat
should be modified, including a revision of the Natural Parks Law, Law
concerning Wildlife Protection and Hmting and Forestry Law.

I, Conservation apd management on a scientific basis:

4,1. Units for the conservation and management of bears should be established on
the basis of the characters of regicns. In each unit, hunting and habitats

should be managed scientifically.

4.2, The goal for conservation and management should be set by each unit.
According to this goal, the status of bears should be monitored.

4.3. The training of researchers responsible for the congervation and management
of wildlife is essential.

5. Management of habitats:

5.1, To enhance the carrying capacity of habitats, the forest management system
should be reviewed,

5.2, Executive organizations should ke established and the number of staff
members increased,

6, Establishment and imorovement of institutes:

6.1. The conservaticn, management and research on wildlife are important themes
which should be undertaken by central and local governments. The existing
organizations responsible for wildlife should be improved,
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6.2. Those governments should provide financial resources to effect this,

T. Damage control:

T.1. Hunting for problemanimal control poses a threat to the survival of local
populations. Non—lethal methods should be pursued,

T.2. Improvement of the current compensation system is also important.

8, Zoos and captive breeding:

8.1. Zoos and breeding operations should take into consideration the following
items:

1) In principle, bears for exhibition should be provided from those animals
which were bred in captivity.

2) A record on the source of animals should be kept.
3) Escape and abandomment,

1) Protection of wild bears against disease caused by the intreduction of
other animls,

9, Puhlic aWareness:

9.1. AMministrative organizations such as the government and prefectures should
provide concerned people with sufficient information on bears and make efforts

to exchange opinions.
10, Inmtermational co—operation:

10.1. International cooperation is essential to conserve bears because bears
are considered a significant natural resource and vulnerable to the destruction
of habitats.

10.2. To monitor the internmational trade in bears, we should urge the Republic
of Korea and the Democratic People's Republic of Xorea to accede to CITES,

19,3, We should support the listing of the USSR popilation of the brown bear in
CITES appendices,
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