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Summary

Status of distribution of the Japanese black bear (Selenarctos thibetanus
Japonicus) was surveyed by grid system. In the eastern part of Honshu
distributtton area spreads out continuously. By contrast there are only two
isolated distribution areas in western part. It is diminishing in shikoku and has
already vanished in Kyushu.

Bear distribution and Querco-Fagetea region frequently coincide. A
correlation was recognized between the two proving that natural deciduous
forest of Querco-Fagetea region is prefered as the habitat.

Seasonal habitat utilization by local population forms the central area and

peripheral area.
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5 Summary

The distribution of the brown bear in Hokkaido was tentatively divided into six areas according to
geographical features, the degree of iand use, and the deqree of plpulation isolation. Western two populations
have been well isolated, with no bear zones between the areas. Four other populations, however, were
supposed to have but a little intercourses between neighboring areas, though it was also supposed that they
will be isolated each other with the future progress of artificial development of the forest areas along the
boundaries. The present distribution of the brown bear is allmost confined in the forest area with a coverage
rate being more than 40 per cent. Main areas of the distributlon are included within the national forest areas,

so that the latter is the indispensable for the bear populatibn in Hokkaido,
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